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Introduction 
 
1. A bit of background 
2. Christian Worship 1993 vs. Christian Worship 2021 
3. Actively seeking out variety vs. a menu for variety greater than most congregations’ needs 
 
 

Christian Worship Suite of Resources 
 
For the assembly Hymnal (three editions: pew, gift, large print) 
 Psalter  
 
For musicians Accompaniment for Services 
 Accompaniment for Services: Service Builder Edition 
 Accompaniment for the Psalter (2-volume set) 
 Accompaniment for Hymns (3-volume set) 
 Easy Hymn Accompaniments—Chorale Edition 
 Easy Hymn Accompaniments—Piano Edition 
 Gospel Acclamations for Cantors, Choirs, and Instrumentalists 
 
For pastors Altar Book 
 Agenda 
 Pastor’s Companion 
 
For pastors & other planners Planning Guide 
 Commentary on the Propers, Year A 
 Commentary on the Propers, Year B 
 Commentary on the Propers, Year C 
 
Reading resources Our Worth to Him: Devotions for Christian Worship 
 Foundations 
 Guidebook (not yet available) 
 Musician’s Manual (not yet available) 
 
Digital resources Christian Worship: Service Builder (builder.christianworship.com) 
 Christian Worship: Musician’s Resource 

(online.nph.net/musicians-resource) 
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Where do I find it? Northwestern Publishing House website: www.nph.net 
 Use the drop-down menus, or enter these direct addresses: 
 
 https://online.nph.net/church-supplies/categories/hymnals-

songbooks/christian-worship-suite 
 
 https://online.nph.net/christian-worship-hymnal-suite.html 
 
 
 

CW Musician’s Resource online.nph.net/musicians-resource 
 

 
 
What will I find? Content includes: Choral alternate hymn stanza settings 
 Instrumental chorale parts pack 
Service settings for liturgical ensemble Instrumental descants 
Service settings for organ & instruments Lead sheets 
Hymn settings for liturgical ensemble Easy instrumental ensemble pack 
Alternate accompaniments Vocal and instrumental descants 

http://www.nph.net/
https://online.nph.net/church-supplies/categories/hymnals-songbooks/christian-worship-suite
https://online.nph.net/church-supplies/categories/hymnals-songbooks/christian-worship-suite
https://online.nph.net/christian-worship-hymnal-suite.html
online.nph.net/musicians-resource
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Musician’s Resource – For review purposes only 
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The Foundation from WELS Congregational Services 
 
Where do I find it? https://welscongregationalservices.net 
 Select “The Foundation” near the upper right corner 
 

 
 
On the main page for The 
Foundation, there is an 
introductory video and a 
link to a Worship the Lord 
article about this resource. 
Scroll down to discover all 
the resources that not only 
support worship but all 
others areas of ministry 
that intersect with 
worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://welscongregationalservices.net/
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What will I find? (A better question might be, “What won’t I find?”) 
 

Heart Imprints   (see p. 9) 
 
A worship resource for children in the congregation, elementary school, or early childhood ministry. 
Whether you are giving a children’s sermon, or planning chapel for your Sunday school, early 
childhood ministry, or Lutheran elementary school, this resource provides ideas for your message 
that will coordinate with the church year and the worship being planned on Sunday. 
Consisting of a Bible reading, an object lesson outline that articulates the law and gospel, and a 
suggested order of service, Heart Imprints connects to the church year and is available throughout 
the year. 
 

Teen Devotion Facilitator Guide  (see pp. 10-12) 
 
Our teens face challenges to their faith like never before. In 2016, WELS Discipleship began to 
publish weekly devotions specifically with them in mind as a series called Transformed 
(wels.net/transformed). Beginning 2022, Transformed teen devotions were prepared to connect 
to The Foundation.  The teen devotions and youth leader facilitator guides will follow the texts 
chosen and presented in the “Preacher Podcast” to maximize the work that a preacher may be doing 
already for the weekend. The template for the facilitator guides noted below could easily be adapted 
for any sermon text that a preacher may study. The philosophy here is to do good work once and 
then use it in as many forums as possible. 
 

My Worship Notes for Children  (see p. 13) 
 
This reproduceable template encourages children to observe what occurs in worship and what the 
main message from God’s Word was in each service. 
 

Family Devotions 
 
This resource may be downloaded to be copied and distributed, or the devotions can simply be 
accessed through the internet (for example, read by the father off his cell phone screen around the 
dinner table with his family). Three weekly devotions are provided with families in mind. Age-
appropriate questions and a closing prayer are included. 
 

The Foundation Resources by Church Season     (These are the primary resources from The Foundation) 
 
Each season or segment of the church year can be promoted through a “series” or common theme 
that brings the services together and allows for easy and attractive promotion. Resources include: 
 
• Preacher Podcast 
• Fonts and licenses (for a consistent appearance in promotional materials) 
• Publicity checklist (to assist with promotional efforts via social media and church website, see p. 14) 
• Graphic files with the series logo 
• Slides with the series logo and look 
• Graphics for social media posts 
• Promotional video 
• Worship planner with suggestions for various congregational settings (see pp. 15-16) 
• Worship folder covers with series logo 
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Work Smarter, Not Harder! 
 
Practical thoughts that fit different congregational situations … in no particular order: 
 
1. Explore the new hymnal and its resources with the weekly hymn suggestions as your 

“starting point” for exploring the wealth of resources now in Christian Worship (2021). 
 
2. Prepare school chapel devotions in sync with the church year and with helpful ideas for 

object lessons and orders of service that you don’t need to develop on your own. 
 

3. A social media coordinator or volunteer can easily manage worship promotion on 
behalf of the called workers. 

 
4. Find worship resources for a variety of congregational settings, for a variety of 

instruments, and in a variety of musical styles with the NPH Musician’s Resource—and 
know that you can trust the theological content! 

 
5. Service booklet (worship folder) explanations (e.g. theme of the service, summary of 

each reading) are ready-to-print and don’t have to be written from scratch by the pastor 
or others. 

 
6. Support your families with devotions you can trust that coordinate with the previous 

Sunday’s services: Encourage families to put a link for Family Devotions on their smart 
phone browser’s mobile favorites folder. 

 
7. Offer a teen Bible class without needing to adapt theologically questionable materials or 

starting from scratch. Show them how the sermon’s thoughts were practical even for 
their lives as high school students! 

 
8. Choir directors can equip their choirs to function liturgically (and not just as “anthem 

choirs”) without spending a significant amount of money on special music. Variety for 
hymn performance is found easily in the NPH Musician’s Resource. 

 
9. Many of The Foundation’s promotional resources are prepared in English and Spanish 

to support Spanish-speaking ministry settings within WELS. 
 

10. Pastors sometimes have difficulty coming up with fresh ways to proclaim law and 
gospel and faithful applications of God’s Word that connect well with the people in the 
pews. The Preacher’s Podcast supplements your text study with insights from brothers 
in the ministry who have wrestled with the same texts and issues that you face. 

 
 


